ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

Dear Student,

We welcome you to MA TEFL course “Language Variation & Stylistics, Code 5665”. Sociolinguistics is the study of language and society.
You have to submit two assignments for this course. The first assignment is theory based; whereas, the second assignment is a research based project.

NOTE: Remember that it is compulsory to attend at least 7 classes out of the total 10 classes. Similarly, you are required to pass both components: the written report as well as presentation of the second assignment. Failing to attend the minimum required number of classes and pass/complete either of the components of 2nd assignment, you will be declared fail even if you have passed the final written examination.

Your study packet for the course 5665 includes:

1.
Text book: 5665
2.
Two Assignments
3.
Six assignment forms.

(Note: Schedule for tutorials and assignments will be sent by the Regional Office concerned.)

In case any item is missing please contact:
The Mailing Section

Allama Iqbal Open University

Sector H-8, Islamabad

Phone: 051-9057611-12

We hope you will enjoy and benefit from the course.

Wishing you best of luck,
Course Coordinator
ALLAMA IQBAL OPEN UNIVERSITY, ISLAMABAD
(Department of English Language & Applied Linguistics)

WARNING

1. PLAGIARISM OR HIRING OF GHOST WRITER(S) FOR SOLVING THE ASSIGNMENT(S) WILL DEBAR THE STUDENT FROM AWARD OF DEGREE/CERTIFICATE, IF FOUND AT ANY STAGE.

2. SUBMITTING ASSIGNMENTS BORROWED OR STOLEN FROM OTHER(S) AS ONE’S OWN WILL BE PENALIZED AS DEFINED IN “AIOU PLAGIARISM POLICY”.
Course: Language Variation & Stylistics (5665)
Level: MA TEFL
Semester: Spring, 2011

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40
ASSIGNMENT No. 1

Q.1
Discuss some of the key features of literary language. Distinguish between general stylistics and literary stylistics.
(20)
Q.2
How would you explain the differences between local dialects and social dialects? Discuss in detail with suitable examples.
(10)

Q.3
Define the term register within the theory of language variation and make-up your own examples of register used in English. Discuss their chief lexical and grammatical meanings.
(10)

Q.4
Differentiate between the empirical (behavioural) and the rationalistic (mentalist) approaches and their influence on language acquisition.
(10)

Q.5
Define and exemplify the following terms:
(20)


a)
Poetic diction


b)
Metaphor


c)
Poetic coinage


d)
Paradiagmatic choices

Q.6
Elaborate advantages of a stylistic approach to the study of literary discourse against an approach based on traditional literary criticism.
(10)

Q.7
Outline the advantages of using literacy texts for the purpose of language learning.
(10)

Q.8
Why is it easier to measure the linguistic difficulties of a text than its conceptual difficulties?
(10)

ASSIGNMENT No. 2
(Project)

Total Marks: 100
Pass Marks: 40
This assignment is based on a research-oriented activity. You are required to carry out a research and prepare a brief report on their findings in one of the areas given below. You will submit the report to the tutor within the scheduled period. Then you will have to present the same in the course/assignment presentation workshop (the schedule of the course/assignment presentation workshop will be intimated by the tutor concerned or the Regional Office). The assignment carries 40 marks for the written report/assignment and 60 for the presentation.

A few guidelines for writing and presenting the report:

a.
The written report should have an introduction, body and conclusion. It should be written in clear, concise and correct English.

b.
It should be 5-8 double-spaced typed/handwritten pages.

c.
The presentation will be assessed and evaluated mainly in:


i.
Contents of the assignment/report


ii.
Communication skills


iii.
Language accuracy


iv.
Language fluency


v.
Presentation style

d.
You may use transparencies, charts or any other material for good presentation with the permission of the tutor (if possible).

The following points should be incorporated as headings in the research project.

· Introduction to the study
· Background situation (in relation with your topic)

· Statement of the problem/rationale

· Objectives of the study

· Research question or hypothesis

· Delimitation of the study

· Literature review (4-5 typed pages according to MLA or APA style)

· Research design (explain the selected kind of research for project)

· Data collection (explain the tools used in the collection of the data)

· Data analysis strategies (explain the strategies used in the analysis of the data)

· Conclusion
· Recommendations

· Bibliography (according to the style (MLA or APA) used in the literature review for internal citation)

Select any one of the following topics in consultation with your tutor for your research project.
1.
“Teaching English poetry through stylistic approach at Graduate Level in English language classroom.” Select two groups (e.g. control and experimental) to investigate the effective use of teaching poetry through stylistic approach by taking pre-test and post-test. Discuss and analyze the results of the tests according to the need of experimental study and attach the results of the tests (control and experimental groups) with your assignments. Write a report in which you discuss in detail the findings, and conclusion along with recommendations.
2.
“Analyzing the effective use of folk stories for improving reading skills at grade 8 students for rural/urban areas” Design a questionnaire (10-15 questions) for teachers to investigate the utility of Folk Stories for improving reading skills of the students. Select 10 teachers from different institutions as population. Write a report in which you discuss in detail the findings, and conclusion along with recommendations. Attach all the questionnaires with your assignment. Discuss and analyze the responses using percentile.
3. “There is considerable evidence that there exists a marked relationship between socio-economic status of the schools and the child’s linguistics development”. Design an observation sheet to observe four English language teachers teaching (two teachers from private schools and two teachers from elite private schools) any language skills to the students at Primary Level (choose skill and level in consultation with your tutor). Now analyze the data qualitatively keeping in view various strategies adopted for the qualitative study. Attach the observation sheets with your assignment.
4. There are many Pakistani writers who are writing in English. These writings genres include short stories, novels, poetry etc. Your task is to choose any one of these genres (like a novel or a short story or a poem) written by Pakistani writers in English. Discuss the language used in that selected genre from the point of view of culture i.e. language and culture relationship. Write a report in which you discuss in detail the findings and conclusion. Attach the excerpt of the selected piece of literature with your assignment.

Note: Please take help from libraries and books while writing your project report.







































PAGE  
1

